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The Interagency Resource Management Committee (IRMC), 
established by the Delaware legislature in fiscal year 1992, is charged with 
fostering an interagency approach in coordinating delivery of early care and 
education, promoting interagency collaboration in providing services to those 
eligible for the Program for Children with Disabilities, providing 
administrative oversight for the state Early Childhood Assistance Program, 
and coordinating implementation of the recommendations of the Early Care and 
Education Council regarding a comprehensive program of early care and 
education. This annual report summarizes the work of the programs under the 
auspices of the IRMC and provides evaluation data on their effectiveness. 
Following a letter from the Delaware Secretary of Education, the report 
summarizes findings from the Baseline Evaluation of Quality in Early Care and 
Education Programs demonstrating that additional work is needed to help all 
programs meet high quality standards. Findings from the Delaware Early 
Childhood Longitudinal Study, tracking progress of 717 children from 
kindergarten through third grade, are summarized to demonstrate that 
investments in early care and education lead to improved school success. 
Information is provided on the number of children receiving assistance 
through the Early Childhood Assistance Program, the number eligible for the 
Program for Children with Disabilities, and the number of children with 
disabilities receiving services through Child Development Watch, the birth to 
3 program. The positive impact of birth to 3 services on the development of 
children with disabilities is then summarized. The report also summarizes the 
observations and recommendations of the Delaware Early Care and Education 
Council related to quality programs, finance, and public will and describes 



ED 480 615 

AUTHOR 

TITLE 



INSTITUTION 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 

AVAILABLE FROM 



PUB TYPE 
EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 

ABSTRACT 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 



the establishment of the Delaware Early Care and Education Office under the 
auspices of the IRMC to coordinate implementation of the Council’s 
recommendations. A list of IRMC members and the IRMC work group completes the 
annual report. (KB) 
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had a rate of grade retention that was half that of their peers who did not participate in ECAP 
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